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of the campaign in that quarter, mainly contribu-
ted to lead all ranks to speculate on the speedy oc-
currence of such an opportunity. It was evident,
however, that they were not yel prepared to act,
nor had formed any consistent plan of future con-
duct.

The coincidence of several disasters and failures,
which took place towards the end of 1814, at the
precise juncture when Sindheea had assumed the
decided tone which has been mentioned above,
gave the Marquess of Hastings ground seriously
to apprehend that the crisis was imminent. He
resolved to be prepared for the worst at all points.
The military arrangements which had been made
in October, for the support of the Bhopal negoti-
ations, were not of a magnitude to meet the extent
of combination, which seemed to be organizing
against us in the course of December. Instead of
being overawed by them, as had been expected,
Sindheea had openly declared his resolution not to
desist from hostility against that principality: and
as the Governor-general was determined to perse-
vere in the policy he had entered upon, it became
necessary to extend the scale of preparation in-
that quarter, as well as to the nortk, so as to pro-
vide against all hazards. The whole disposable
force, of the Madras army was accordingly ordered
into, the field, under the personal command of
Sir Thomas Hislop; by which means a body of